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Navigating the chart: The chart can be read 
from left to right. Each mindset has orientations 
(common ideas or thought patterns), 
explanations of the orientations (describing 
the reason behind the though patterns), and 
consequences that result from the mindset.

Mindset Orientation Explanation Consequences

CONTEXT-
CENTERED

1A) I try to understand students 
as as product of their family and 

community.

1B) Educators are aware that students’ 
families and communities influence how 

they access and perform in school.

1C) Understanding of students’ families 
and communities is central to supporting 

student academic achievement.

2A) I understand students’ 
communities are unique and 

learn about them.

2B) Educators are aware that students 
come from communities and 

understanding these communities is part 
of relationship building.

2C) Educators find authentic ways 
to learn about their students’ unique 

communities.

3A) I see students’ families and 
communities as an asset.

3B) Educators are aware that students 
bring to school strength, resilience, and 

assets derived from their families and 
communities.

3C) Students have academic opportunities 
that are relevant and meaningful to their 
lives where they can draw on community 

and family assets. 

CONTEXT-
NEUTRAL

4A) Educators don’t need to 
understand students’ families 

and communities.

4B) Educators see what happens in 
school as irrelevant to surrounding 

community.

4C) Educators miss opportunities to 
build partnerships and make curriculum 

meaningful for students.

5A) Educators don’t need to 
understand parents and the 

community in order to educate 
children.

5B) Educators don’t need to take 
steps to get to know students’ unique 

families and communities.

5C) Educators rely on stereotypes, 
generalizations, experiences with past 
students to learn about their students’ 

communities.

6A) Educators see students’ 
families as irrelevant or a 

detriment to academic success.

6B)  Educators see schools as closed 
systems and view interactions outside 
of school as inconsequential or even 

harmful for learning.

6C) Educators ignore how everyday 
interactions outside of school influence 

students’ educational experience.
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